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important position which he would at this moment
have been occupying! For my part, I think con-
stantly of what, after all his experience, he would
have considered really expedient and feasible in
the way of Home Eule. I regretted his expression
of general objection to Home Eule, but I know
that by this he meant only Home E-ule as under-
stood by Parnell. In this country it is supposed
that England refuses every kind of Home Eule,
and as this is eminently the country of local gov-
ernment, almost every one goes for Gladstone as
the only propounder of a scheme of local govern-
ment. The moment any politician produces a
counter-scheme, free from the great danger of
Gladstone's, the separate national Parliament, but
giving real powers of local government, opinion
here, which is extremely important if for no other
reason than that most of Parnell's friends come
from America, will undergo a change. The Ameri-
cans are not really indisposed to England, I believe,
but they are not closely informed on Irish matters,
and they see no Home Eule proposed but Glad-
stone's measure. I doubt if Salisbury is disposed,
or Hartington laborious enough, to make one;
William and Goschen together would have been
invaluable for this purpose.
We have the sun of Naples here with the vege-
tation of Virginia, and that vegetation heightened
by a wet spring. The heat is great, but there are
as yet hardly any mosquitoes, and in a town of
trees like this I can bear almost any amount of
heat. We had it at 85 in the shade yesterday.